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September 8, 2009

Attn:  Principals/5th Grade Teachers/Art Teachers

Each year, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention in Washington, D.C. sponsors a National Missing Children’s Day Poster Contest, inviting 5th grade students from across the country to participate and have the chance to win prizes at the state level, as well as be recognized nationally should they be selected as a national winner.  The contest was created in an effort to educate children across the country about child safety and to make the public aware of law enforcement's continuous efforts to search for and recover missing children.  

The Missouri State Highway Patrol’s Missing Person Clearinghouse is coordinating the contest for schools in the state of Missouri.  Information concerning the contest rules and regulations can be located on the Highway Patrol’s Website (www.mshp.dps.missouri.gov), as well as the winning posters from last year. 

Each participating school is responsible for picking a final winner from their respective school.  The method for choosing a winner is up to you.  Some schools have used a panel of judges and others display the posters in school and let all the students vote.  Get creative and make it fun.  Just remember to have all posters in by the deadline.    

A first, second, and third place poster will be chosen on the state level.  The state winners will receive a savings bond and other prizes for their participation.  The first place winner will also represent Missouri at the national level.  Last year, Missouri’s first place winner was from Bishop Hogan Memorial Elementary School, Chillicothe, Missouri.  If chosen the national winner, the 5th grader and their family will also receive an all expense paid trip to Washington D.C. to be part of the National Missing Children’s Day ceremony held on or about May 25.  In 2006, a Missouri student was chosen as the national winner.  The 5th grader was a student at Our Lady of Snows, Mary’s Home, Missouri.  

*Winning posters must be received in Jefferson City by January 29, 2010. *

Winning posters should be sent to:

Missouri State Highway Patrol

Attn:  Sgt. Keverne McCollum, DDCC

P.O. Box 568

Jefferson City, MO  65102-0858

All of the first place posters will then be judged and a final first place poster will be picked to represent Missouri.  That poster will be sent to the Department of Justice OJJPD on February 15, to be entered into the National Contest.

Please make sure all posters adhere to the rules set forth by the Department of Justice.  If you choose, all posters may be submitted and will be used for displays during the week of May 25, National Missing Children’s Day.  They will also be displayed throughout the year at the Missouri State Highway Patrol Museum in Jefferson City.

If your school is planning to participate, or if you have further questions, please feel free to contact:

Sergeant Keverne McCollum




Ms. Heather Elder

573-526-6178




  or

573-526-6178

keverne.mccollum@mshp.dps.mo.gov


heather.elder@mshp.dps.mo.gov 

We look forward to your school’s participation, and the chance to display the creativity of Missouri students.

Sincerely,
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LUKE VISLAY, Captain

Division of Drug and Crime Control
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