Troop G

1931-1945 ... Before Troop G

A Willow Springs Republican newspaper article dated May 13, 1931, cites an
alarming statistic. Car crashes in Missouri were averaging 76 deaths per month, a figure
that often exceeds today’s totals. The Great Depression and illicit trade in prohibited
alcohol had resulted in an equally troubling rise in crime in Missouri. Rural areas were
especially affected and the Ozarks had become a haven for outlaws. County sheriffs and
local law enforcement officials were becoming overwhelmed. Thus, the story of Troop G
really begins with the first Missouri State Highway Patrol class created to address these
problems, and two original members of the Patrol assigned to the future Troop G area.

On October 5, 1931, Nathan Hearst Massie began his career in the first Patrol
recruit class. The six-week course was held at the “St. Louis Police Training School”, as
the Patrol did not yet have its own training facility. Massie was one of 55 men selected
from a group of 5,000 applicants to be the first Highway Patrolmen in Missouri. Local
newspapers report the nomination of nine other young men in the area who were not
selected after quite a stringent process, which included a lengthy “competitive written
examination” and extensive character evaluation. It was also necessary to pass a
“standard military physical examination”, which posed no problem to Massie, as he had
previously served three years in the Marine Corps.

At the end of their six-week training period, on the evening before graduation,
the Patrol recruits were released from school to attend the “Veiled Prophet Parade” in
St. Louis. They had been issued their off-duty pistols and were told to “eat and sleep
with them”. However, they had rnot yet been issued their Patrol identification. While
watching the parade, a St. Louis policeman noticed Trooper Massie was armed, and
when he could not produce police credentials, Tpr. Massie found himself in a jail cell. By
the time his captain obtained his release the next day, both had missed graduation
ceremonies and the photo.

Upon graduation, the new troopers were given their assignments and a week to
move. Tpr. Massie was sent to Willow Springs, then a part of Troop E with Poplar Bluff
as headquarters. He began patrolling on November 25, 1931, in a new Ford Model-A
roadster. For a year, he was the only patrolman in Willow Springs and an area
extending from the Arkansas line to the Dent/Phelps counties’ line.

Tpr, Massie had been on duty only a few weeks when gangster Alvin Karpis and
members of the Ma Barker Gang killed Howell County Sheriff C.R. Kelly, of West Plains,
on December 19, 1931. The gang was implicated in the robbery of the Bank of
Mountain View and Bank of Birch Tree prior to Tpr. Massie’s arrival. His reports on the
incident were finally put to use as part of the evidence to convict “Public Enemy
Number One” Karpis, after he was captured in 1936. Karpis served 32 years in prison,
25 of them in Alcatraz.

On August 27, 1933, Tpr. Massie shot and killed murder/robbery suspect Bud
Love at a railroad overpass in the Burnham community. Love was in the process of
eluding other officers and had been involved in a shootout with police earlier in the day.
He was also wanted for forgery.

Also in the winter of 1931, an original member of the Patrol, assigned to work
what would become Troop G, joined Tpr. Massie. Trooper Benjamin Franklin Graham, a
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native of Clubb, Wayne County, Missouri, was sent to Van Buren. Troopers Graham and
Massie quickly became friends and formed a partnership that would transcend their
Patrol careers and remain throughout the rest of their lives.

During October 1932, Trooper E.C. Brown was assigned to Willow Springs. He
was from the second Patrol class graduating that summer. Brown remained in Willow
Springs for a year and was transferred out of troop. He resigned in 1940.

Tprs. Massie and Graham achieved local fame in their efforts to eradicate the
notorious “Perkins Gang”, a family enterprise led by Remus Perkins of Shannon County,
who specialized in bank robbery. Over a period of two years, the gang was implicated in
the robbery of seven area banks. Tprs. Massie and Graham pursued the gang
relentlessly, forcing them to move to other areas for their activities.

Gang member Eugene Goodman (known in local papers as “the John Dillinger of
the Ozarks”) was killed by the proprietor of a tavern in St. Jacobs, lllinois, in a failed
robbery attempt October 1934. Arnet “Web” Perkins, along with a tavern customer and
the tavern owner also died in that shootout. Tpr. Massie was acquainted with Goodman.
Prior to his Patrol employment, Tpr. Massie had served as a board member of the
Fremont, Missouri, school. Eugene Goodman had come before this board upon
graduation in 1930, asking to be considered as a schoolteacher there.

Another key member of the gang, William Olin “Bish” Perkins, was killed in a
shootout with lllinois State Police in September 1935.

The final chapter was added with the arrest and conviction of Claude Dickerson
for his involvement in that shootout at St. Jacobs, lllinois. Dickerson was convicted of
killing tavern employee Ernest Holden and was sentenced to 99 years in the Missouri
Penitentiary. Dickerson had been captured in early 1934 and was residing in the Texas
County Jail at Houston when four gang members, led by Eugene Goodman, walked into
the jail and rescued Dickerson at gunpoint. His recapture ended the Perkins Gang reign
of terror.

On June 14, 1933, Ben Booth, became the first Missouri state trooper killed in
the line of duty, as well as Sheriff Roger Wilson of Boone County. Tpr. Massie
participated in this investigation and received a commendation for his work on the case.

On May 3, 1934, Tprs. Massie and Graham shot and killed Edgar Allen and
seriously wounded his brother, Walter, in a gun battle near Cabool. The Allen brothers
were wanted for bank robbery.

Also in 1934, Tprs. Massie and Graham shot and killed Grover Hartley, who was
wanted for robbery of the Mountain Grove Bank and escape. Hartley, an associate of
Clyde Barrow, had just escaped from jail in Gainesville, Ozark County. It was said he
escaped for the sole purpose of finding and killing Tprs. Graham and Massie, who had
captured him after escapes from jail two times previous. The officers tracked Hartley to
a nearby cabin and when the troopers approached, he opened fire on them. Somehow
both officers were missed, but in the return fire, Hartley was shot twice--one time by
each trooper. He fell, giving the appearance of being dead. While Tprs. Massie and
Graham busied themselves with arranging a way to remove his body, Hartley came to
life. He obtained two shotguns, a pistol, and quantity of ammunition. A four-hour
pursuit on foot ensued, with numerous shots being exchanged. When they finally
cornered the suspect he still refused to surrender forcing the officers to shoot him a
third time. Again, Hartley feigned death and attempted to stab Tpr. Massie when he
bent down to try to make Hartley comfortable. Hartley finally died an hour later.



Tpr. Massie continued his string of success in 1934, by solving the insurance
murder of Oscar Bushart, near Thayer, Missouri. Bushart had been killed and his body
burned in an automobile to collect insurance. Three men were given life sentences in
this case.

In August 1935, Trooper Ted R. Taylor was assigned to Willow Springs. Taylor,
also an aggressive crime fighter, soon was in the news.

Nathan Massie was promoted to sergeant in 1936.

Sergeant Massie and Troopers Taylor and Graham gained nationwide notoriety in
January 1937, for their investigative work solving the kidnapping and murder of a
prominent physician in Willow Springs, Doctor J.C.B. Davis.

On January 26, 1937, Dr. Davis was leaving his office when approached by a
man identifying himself as “Mr. James” who stated his wife was ill and needed the
doctor’s help at their home near Willow Springs. Davis left with the strange man and did
not return. The next morning Sgt. Nathan Massie was notified of his disappearance and
in turn notified Troopers Graham and Taylor. A nationwide alert was put out for the
Doctor and 15 FBI agents were sent to Willow Springs to help investigate.

A $5,000 ransom note was received shortly thereafter. A former deputy sheriff
and current service station owner, Wade Baldridge, had a tip from a person who had
seen the men in an automobile together the day of Dr. Davis’ disappearance. Sgt.
Massie investigated this lead and located a suspect, Robert Kenyon. During a search of
Kenyon’s residence officers obtained a paper tablet pad with an impression of the
ransom note still visible. Kenyon was also in possession of a stolen car matching the
description of the vehicle in which Dr. Davis was kidnapped, and a .25-caliber automatic
pistol.

A confession was obtained and the suspect led officers to a brushy area just off
the highway in Olden, north of West Plains, where Dr. Davis’' bullet riddled body was
found. In an apparent effort to buy his life, Dr. Davis was shot writing a check, which
was found still clutched in his hand. He had been killed shortly after his kidnapping,
indicating the suspect had never planned to allow him to live.

It was Sgt. Massie’s work in particular which resulted in the arrest of Kenyon,
who was convicted of the crime and was the first person to be executed in the Missouri
gas chamber, on April 28, 1939. Prior to this time executions in Missouri were
accomplished by hanging.

Sgt. Massie was not there to witness Kenyon's death. In addition to being the
first trooper stationed in Troop G, he also became the first officer victimized by violence
in the troop. On February 23, 1938, Sgt. Massie responded to a home in Neelyville to
guestion Frank Payne, a Butler County farmer who had shot a man during a card game.
Sgt. Massie and other officers tried to arrest Payne, who fled in a vehicle when
approached at the residence. He refused to stop and the officers shot out a tire.

When the vehicle was stopped, Sgt. Massie approached on the driver’s side and
Payne jumped out with a gun in each hand and fired at him. One bullet struck Sgt.
Massie’s right hand causing him to drop his weapon, and another entered his left lung.
The other officers on the scene then shot Payne. Payne died the next day in a hospital.
Sgt. Massie, 35, was hospitalized for 25 months, returned to limited duty for a short
period, and resigned from the Patrol a few years thereafter. He was plagued with
medical problems the remainder of his life.



In 1937, Tpr. Ben Graham was transferred to Fredericktown, in Madison County.
He was promoted to sergeant in 1943, and assigned to Kennett, in Dunklin County. He
resigned from the Patrol in 1946.

Also in 1937, Trooper H.J. Turnbull, an original member, was transferred to
Willow Springs. He was originally from the area.

1946- 1955
The New Troop Is Formed

With the advent of effective two-way radio utilizing frequency modulation, and
with World War 11 over, an effort was initiated for a much-needed upgrade to the Patrol
communications system. A search began for the best locations in the state for suitable
radio towers, with consideration given to locations where state land was available.

Through the generosity of the Charles Ferguson family of Willow Springs, land
was leased to the Missouri State Highway Patrol in perpetuity at no cost. A member of
the prestigious Highway Commission, Ferguson had been instrumental in securing a
Highway Department Headquarters in Willow Springs years before.

In August 1946, the startup of Troop G was initiated. A small concrete block
building was erected to serve as a headquarters radio station with an administrative
office. Original secretary Doris Alsup recalled, “There was enough room for three desks
and the radio equipment, and not much else.”

In addition to FM two-way equipment, a high power short-wave station was
installed allowing statewide and national communication via Morse code. A Teletype
machine connected to a telephone line was installed, also. It was necessary to hire or
transfer communications personnel to run the new station. The senior operator, who
was appointed chief operator at the new station, was Charles O. “Axe” Alexander, a
veteran telegrapher who had been in the Patrol since 1937.

Glenn Barnett related in a letter that he was notified of his employment as a
radio operator on July 25, 1946--hired specifically to work at the new station. At that
time, he was told to report for duty six days later at Troop D, Springfield, for training,
and to remain there until the new station was ready, which turned out to be about a
month later. Glenn served the remainder of his career, some 41 years, in Troop G. Also
transferring to the new troop to man the communications facility was Russell O.
Trimble. “Russ” had been with the Patrol since 1943. He had been allowed to join the
Radio Division prior to his 21st birthday due to a shortage of radio telegraphers during
World War I1. Russell was promoted to chief operator of Troop G in 1951.

While the headquarters building was being constructed, a secretary and the
commanding officer worked out of an office in the basement of the Missouri Highway
Department garage nearby. A telephone was not available and for several months the
troop commander had to drive up the hill to the construction site where a single
telephone had been installed. That line connected to a single telephone became the
public number for Troop G, manned 24 hours, number 110. Captain Tandy later recalled
that in those early days he and the troop lieutenant often served as desk officer.

Before the troop was officially open for business, Trooper Earl Barkley was called
into action. On the morning of August 14, 1946, the sheriff of Douglas County
requested Patrol assistance in the investigation of the murder of a local farmer. The
man’s body had been found that morning north of Ava, Missouri. He had gone into
town the Monday prior with more than $100 in cash with the intent of hiring a
carpenter to do some work, and was robbed and brutally murdered with a hammer.
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Three suspects were arrested in a case that remains in troop files labeled case number
one.

On September 19, 1946, the Willow Springs News published a special edition
calling attention to the official dedication of the troop, and welcoming the personnel of
Troop G. At that time the troop consisted of 17 officers serving a 13-county area.
Captain John A. Tandy was commander, and Lieutenant Ted R. Taylor was second in
command. The rank of lieutenant was relatively new, having been created in 1943. In
addition to command officers listed above, original members of the troop were:

Sergeant Clark W. Huston, Troopers Claude F. Arnold, E.E. Barkley, N.C. Brill,

Joseph E. Brummell, L.R. Carter, R.A. Eding, Ferial A. Findley, Ray A. Hovelmann,

Luke Holman, Jimmie Howard, G. Richard Knight, R.W. Schuenemeyer, Marvin E.

Taylor and D.L. Walker.

Captain Tandy held that position for 22 years, with the exception of a two-month
period in 1954. Upon retirement in 1968, he held a record of serving the second longest
period as captain in a single troop.

The new troop was manned by a total of 15 road officers, half of them assigned
to the northern tier of counties along U.S. Route 66. When Troop I, Rolla, was formed
in 1949, Pulaski, Phillips, Camden, Dent, and Laclede counties were dropped from
Troop G. Carter County was taken from Troop E and added to the Troop G service area.
These changes reflect present day Troop G encompassing nine counties and a 7,547
square mile area.

A new troop headquarters building was constructed in 1951 to accommodate
growth in the troop, housing administrative offices, a radio communications center,
evidence laboratory, and troop meeting room. The previous headquarters building
located at the foot of the 350-foot radio tower was retained as a “doghouse” for radio
transmitting and receiving equipment, an emergency generator, and maintenance shed.

Lewis B. Howard briefly served as the second captain of Troop G from March 1,
1954 to April 30, 1954, at which time he was replaced by returning Captain John A.
Tandy who served in that capacity until March 31, 1968.

1956 - 1965

An incident garnering national attention, and related in a 1959 Reader’s Digest
article entitled, “Thirty Hours At Gunpoint” describes the kidnapping of Trooper William
R. Little.

On February 1, 1958, “Bill” Little was parked in front of the Carter County Court
House in Van Buren, accompanied by Sheriff Dell. His experience told him a passing
vehicle bearing California plates, occupied by two young males, with no luggage visible,
was out of place. The two officers agreed something was wrong and initiated a stop at
a nearby service station. Although the two men in the vehicles could produce proper
identification, something seemed out of order to the officers and a look into the back
seat of the vehicle revealed a sawed-off shotgun.

Before the officers could react, the suspects had the drop on them with an
automatic pistol and a shotgun. The gunmen forced both men into the service station,
which was then robbed and its occupants taken hostage. The suspects next developed
a plan to take the wife of the service station attendant with them, leaving the others.
Tpr. Little convinced the suspects to take him instead, along with his patrol car. The
sheriff and the others were released.



Taking the vehicle they had been using, along with the patrol car, the suspects
headed east on Highway 60 with Tpr. Little at gunpoint. A short distance later the
suspects abandoned their stolen vehicle, and continued with Tpr. Little driving his patrol
car. Sheriff Dell had alerted Troop E Headquarters to the situation, and near Poplar
Bluff patrol cars began following them closely. Tpr. Little was instructed to have them
fall back or he would be shot. The suspects had already related to Bill they had killed a
California officer who caught them during an armed robbery.

Tpr. Little was instructed by the suspects to begin using his red lights and siren
to get through traffic more quickly. At Sikeston, a civilian vehicle failed to get out of
their way and was fired at twice by the suspects. At the lllinois/Missouri line the group
was compelled to stop for gas, and another service station was robbed at gunpoint. At
Bardwell, Kentucky, a police officer began following their vehicle closely and Tpr. Little
was ordered to stop. One of the suspects then jumped from the car and fired three
shots at the police car with a high-powered rifle.

Upon arrival in Paducah, Kentucky, numerous Missouri, Kentucky, lllinois, and
Paducah city police cars continued in the pursuit. The suspects began circling in and out
of the business district of the city, and at one point a city police car approached, turned
on his red lights and spotlight. At that time, a suspect fired numerous times with a
shotgun and rifle at the pursuing cars. A Paducah City officer fired back and shot out
Tpr. Little’s windshield. A running gun battle continued until the pursuing cars were
forced by gunfire to back off.

One of the suspects was familiar enough with Paducah to eventually elude their
pursuers and they were able to leave the city undetected. After driving another 10
miles, Tpr. Little was ordered to stop at a farmhouse and gain entry into the home. The
gunmen held a man and his wife hostage in their home through the night. During the
night, a disagreement between the suspects resulted in them breaking up.

Around 3:30 in the afternoon after the incident started, the suspects divided
their robbery money and one left. The other suspect then told Tpr. Little that at
midnight it would all be over as he intended to shoot himself. Around 10 p.m., the
suspect stated, “This is it.” He then instructed Tpr. Little and the hostages in the home
to walk outside with him.

Once outside, he instructed them to walk one way, as he walked another.
Moments later a shot was fired in the darkness. Tpr. Little bolted back into the home,
obtained a shotgun and light. Upon returning, he found the suspect lying face down in
the yard with a gunshot wound in the head. Surprisingly, the suspect survived, and the
second suspect was soon apprehended. Both received life sentences at Alcatraz for
their crimes. Tpr. Little drove his battered patrol car home that night, and continued
serving the Patrol, ending his career as a zone sergeant, living the remainder of his life
in Van Buren.

In the display case in the lobby of Troop G Headquarters hangs Missouri House
Resolution Number 14, recognizing Tpr. William R. Little for his bravery in offering
himself as a hostage.

1966-1975
A front-page feature article in the Willow Springs News, dated September 15,
1966, begins with the headline, “Troop G, A Community Asset”. The article celebrating
the 20th anniversary of Troop G stated the troop consisted of a captain, one lieutenant,
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siX sergeants, 17 troopers, six radio operators, three driver examiners, four weight
inspectors, two secretaries, and one maintenance person. At that time, 11 officers were
stationed in Willow Springs. One sergeant and two troopers resided in West Plains; one
trooper in Gainesville; one trooper in Thayer; one sergeant and two troopers in
Mountain Grove; one trooper in Ava; two troopers in Houston; one trooper in Winona;
one trooper in Ellington; and one trooper was stationed in Van Buren.

Later that same year, October 1966, the rank of corporal was officially created
by the Patrol and four members of the troop received the rank.

On April 1, 1968, George W. Thurmond assumed duties as the third commander
of Troop G. Captain Thurmond, using the same badge number as outgoing Captain
Tandy, number 8, served the troop until he retired November 30, 1972.

A Patro/ News article dated 1969 gave Troop G's present strength as 35
uniformed members and 21 civilian employees. Thurman was captain and Wilton L.
Hutchings was the only lieutenant assigned to Willow Springs.

At the suggestion of Capt. Thurmond, an organizational meeting of the South
Central Law Enforcement Association was held March 3, 1969, in West Plains, with 203
officers in attendance.

On March 17, 1969, Trooper Mike Weaver was critically injured in a traffic
accident while pursuing an intoxicated driver in Texas County on Highway 60.
Witnesses reported that the intoxicated driver was on the wrong side of the road and
crowded an oncoming 1962 Pontiac towing a 1961 Chevrolet off the road, causing it to
lose control. The Pontiac skidded back across the highway into the path of Tpr.
Weaver’s vehicle, striking it head-on. The driver of the Pontiac suffered serious injuries
and Tpr. Weaver suffered critical injuries when his vehicle overturned several times
after the impact, pinning him in the vehicle. Tpr. Weaver was in intensive care for
several days. The intoxicated driver he was pursuing was arrested later by Trooper Ollie
Kernick, and tested .18 percent on the Breathalyzer.

On April 29, 1969, Sergeant Lemuel R. Carter, well known safety officer of Troop
G, was Kkilled in a traffic accident on Highway 60 in Wright County. Sergeant Carter was
off-duty when the accident occurred.

Troop G officers participated in a two-day search during the summer 1969 for
six-year-old Denise Ann Brady, who became separated from her mother while playing
along a creek in the extremely rough country near Johnson Shut-Ins State Park, in
Reynolds County. Hundreds of officers and local citizens responded with a search
spanning over 40 hours. The child was located unharmed about three miles from the
location where she had wandered away from her mother.

On September 12, 1970, while on patrol south of Willow Springs, Troopers
George “Mike” Zorsch and Robert L. Ross noticed a vehicle driving erratically and
followed it onto the parking lot of a local nightclub/restaurant known as “The Aztec
Club”. When the driver of the vehicle produced a food commissary card in lieu of his
operator’s license, Tpr. Ross requested he exit the vehicle and place his hands on the
car.

At that time, the suspect went for a gun in his jacket pocket and Tpr. Ross threw
him to the ground. The suspect hit the ground, drew a pistol and began firing at both
troopers, who drew their weapons and returned fire. Unknown to Tpr. Ross at the time,
he had been struck by the suspect and received a flesh wound in the leg. The suspect
had also been struck by the officer's bullets, but ran into the darkness toward the
nightclub.



Tpr. Zorsch called Troop G Headquarters by radio, and drew his shotgun from
the patrol car. At that time, the suspect fired at the troopers again, and entered the
nightclub from the rear of the building.

Upon entering the kitchen area, the suspect fired at three persons attempting to
flee the room. Two young boys working in the kitchen area were struck, one seriously
injured and one, age 13, was killed. The suspect continued into the nightclub where he
encountered the club bartender and shot him in the shoulder, taking him hostage as he
continued for the front door.

In the meantime, Tpr. Zorsch ran to the front of the building and encountered the
suspect and his hostage exiting the front door. Tpr. Zorsch hid behind a vehicle parked
nearby and, when the suspect and his hostage were directly across from him, yelled to
the hostage by name. The hostage interpreting this as a signal from the officer, ducked
down, and at that point Tpr. Zorsch fired a single shot from his shotgun into the head
of the suspect, killing him instantly. The hostage suffered no further injury.

As a result of what started as a routine traffic check, two persons were killed and
three injured in a night of terror still remembered by many in Willow Springs. The
suspect, James Baxter Littleton, was linked to an armed robbery in Oklahoma. Two of
his associates in the robbery were located in rural Mountain View and arrested.

Working in a rural troop can have its lighter moments. In the September 1970
issue of the Patrol News, Trooper Doug Loring reported that while working rural Wright
County one night, he noticed a light swinging back and forth. Upon investigating, he
found two men on horseback carrying flashlights. They told Tpr. Loring they were
looking for a lost pig and asked the trooper to notify them if he found one. Tpr. Loring
asked the name of one of the men, who replied, “He ain’t got no name, he’s just a pig.”

On the evening of February 19, 1971, Trooper Gary K. Atchley arrived at the
Howell County Courthouse, West Plains, at almost the precise moment a jailbreak was
in progress. Two men in the process of running from the jail saw Tpr. Atchley arriving.
One of the men was Howard Littles, who had just been convicted of second-degree
murder. The men had overpowered a guard, locked him in a cell and took his .38-
caliber revolver. Both escapees were apprehended about four hours later.

On May 11, 1971, Mansfield City Marshal Homer E. Fry, 45, apparently surprised
a group of burglars in progress at Richard Brothers store in Mansfield. He was shot in
his patrol car several times by more than one caliber of shotgun, though he was able to
return fire with his .357 service revolver before becoming disabled. Officer Fry died a
short time later. Though leads on suspects were developed, and several Troop G
officers spent a great number of hours on the investigation, no one was convicted of
the crime.

A 17-year-old Mountain View youth escaped the Howell County Jail in West
Plains June 9, 1971. Jeffrey Lee Borman was being held for the murder of an elderly
neighbor couple earlier in the year, having been arrested by Trooper Robert L. Ross
shortly after the murders. Borman escaped after throwing hot coffee into the face of
Sheriff Gene Jones, and then assaulting him. Borman drove away in the sheriff’'s patrol
car, which he drove to Brandsville and abandoned, taking the sheriff's .30-caliber M2
carbine rifle. The sheriff’'s car was located by Patrol plane and a manhunt was started.

Borman was not located overnight. The next day it was discovered he had
broken into three homes and taken additional firearms. He was spotted by a private
citizen later in the day and followed by bloodhounds to a hiding place where he was
apprehended without resistance.



The old troop headquarters suffered a final indignity the early part of 1972,
when a skunk invaded the garage. Trooper Don Davis and troop mechanic George
Roberts tried a number of methods to extract the beast, including spraying him with a
water hose and, finally, mace. You might guess the result. Though finally removed from
the building, the evidence of his stay lingered throughout the building for several days.

The first day of December 1972, Wilton L. Hutchings assumed responsibility as
troop commander. He remained in charge of the troop until his retirement on
September 30, 1975.

Bids were opened in June 1973 for new headquarters facilities at Troop G and
Troop E, Poplar Bluff.

Construction of a new Troop G Headquarters building began November 1973.
Bad weather during winter and spring delayed progress, but the building was finally
under roof in September 1974. Captain W.L. Hutchings was quoted as saying, “It will be
nice to hold a troop meeting and have everyone seated in the same room.” An open
house was held April 20, 1975.

Capt. Wilton L. Hutchings retired as commander of Troop G, on October 1, 1975,
after 32 years of service. A native of Dent County, Capt. Hutchings served the Patrol
since 1943 in Troops A, C, I, and G. Capt. Hutchings retained his residency in Willow
Springs, and remained active in civic affairs in the community the remainder of his life.
He died at his home in Willow Springs on June 26, 1996.

Victor P. McKee was appointed captain in the troop, following Capt. Hutchings’
retirement. He remained in that capacity until his retirement on June 30, 1982.

1976-1985

On February 21, 1976, the West Plains zone office was destroyed by a tornado.
Corporal C. Radell Emmerson and Trooper L. Duane Laub had been at the zone office
filling their cars with gas 15 minutes before it was destroyed.

Members of Troop G made their debut into slow pitch softball, organizing the
first team to play locally. Had it not been for a forfeit by another team, the troop’s
playing record would have been perfect that year ... no wins and 10 losses.

At 3:30 a.m., on August 9, 1979, 51 officers from various agencies in Troop G
met at Troop G Headquarters to execute a raid that culminated a six-month
investigation into drug activities in the region. The objects of the raid included 12
persons and nine homes spread over 120 acres of land and a large greenhouse used to
cultivate marijuana. A total of 12 individuals were arrested. An equal number of arrests
in the troop during the remainder of the growing season reflect an ever-increasing
problem with drug abuse in the area.

Retired Captain George W. Thurman and his wife were killed in an automobile
accident December 16, 1979, in West Plains. Capt. Thurman, 66, had retired as
commanding officer of Troop G in 1972.

One of the largest snowstorms recorded in modern history struck Troop G on
February 8, 1980, dropping 16 to 24 inches over the entire troop. Drifts on roadways
reached heights of three to six feet in many areas. Sergeant Doug B. Loring and
Trooper Carl D. Watson responded to the situation with their personal four-wheel drive
pickup trucks, as all patrol cars were snowbound, and even those with chains could not
push through the deep snow on the roadways. In addition to delivering essential
personnel to the office, the two officers began responding to emergency calls. Perhaps
the greatest emergency was a woman who began having labor pains located six miles
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from Willow Springs. On his way to the residence, Sgt. Loring observed another four-
wheel drive pickup that had failed in an attempt to make it to the residence, along with
a tractor and snow blade. After loading the woman, Sgt. Loring found he had parked on
a large woodpile under the snow, and after considerable effort digging he was able to
free his vehicle and safely deliver the woman to a hospital in Mountain View where she
had her baby.

On February 25, 1980, Trooper James E. McNiell was working traffic on Route
MM in Texas County, near the community of Dunn. He was assisting the driver of a
disabled flatbed tractor-trailer, with the driver sitting in his patrol car on the passenger
side. His red lights were running when an approaching tractor-trailer veered onto the
shoulder of the road, struck him from behind, and demolished his patrol car. Trooper
McNiell and his passenger sustained serious injuries in the accident, and both were
hospitalized for several days.

In the spring 1980, the troop underwent an open-ranks inspection as part of a
statewide review of all troops.

In early 1981, an elderly Shannon County couple was in the process of closing
their country store, known as Searcy’s Store, located along Highway 60 at Montier.
Three men wearing ski masks appeared at the door and windows of the store and
began firing. The woman was killed instantly by a shotgun blast to the head, and the
man was critically injured by two blasts. Before the men gained entrance to the store
they were scared off when someone drove up. The couple had operated a store at this
location for 20 years, and a great amount of support from the community was brought
to bear in solving the case. These leads were utilized and led to the arrest of three
persons charged with and convicted of the crimes.

Following an almost identical path of a tornado that destroyed the West Plains
zone office in 1976, a tornado again struck West Plains on April 16, 1982, and again
destroyed the zone office. A tornado earlier in the month in Ozark County resulted in
three fatalities, including the driver of a car blown off the road and into a ravine by the
storm.

Robert L. Hampton arrived to assume duties as the new troop commander July
1, 1982, serving until his retirement December 31, 1987.

Troop G officers investigated a bizarre shooting in the early part of 1983. A man
in a tavern in Mountain View, having spent the entire day drinking, became belligerent.
He went to his pickup, obtained a chainsaw, and returned to the tavern with the stated
intent of, “cutting up some”. The bartender went to his pickup, obtained a shotgun and
confronted the individual with the chainsaw ordering him to put it down. When the man
with the chainsaw lunged at the bartender, he fired a single round into the chest of the
assailant, ending his life.

During 1984, Troop G Officers were called to help keep the peace during a strike
by lead miners in Viburnum, in Iron County, which had become violent.

In mid-April 1984, Troop G officers initiated an investigation, which continued for
a year and resulted in the break up of a major car theft vehicle-rebuilding ring known
as a “chop shop”. The results of this complicated case included the recovery of over 100
stolen vehicles or vehicle parts, and the arrest and conviction in Federal Court of four
Howell County men and one Oklahoma man of charges of conspiracy to sell or dispose
of stolen vehicles across state lines.

Also in April 1984, Trooper Stephen Bartlett was honored with a plaque during
the Second Annual Missouri Law Enforcement Conference, sponsored by the Missouri
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Police Chiefs Association for his work during the investigation into the right-wing
extremist group “The Covenant, The Sword, and The Arm of the Lord,” commonly
known as the CSA. Despite continual danger to him and his family over the span of two
years, Tpr. Bartlett was relentless in pursuit of the leaders of the gang suspected of
weapons violations and violent activities in the area. On April 19, 1985, twenty-four
officers and three radio operators from Troops G, E, and | assisted over 400 other
officers from the FBI, ATF, Arkansas State Police, Ozark County Sheriff's Office, Baxter
County, Arkansas Sheriff's Office, Missouri Water Patrol, and Missouri Conservation
Commission in a standoff at the compound of the CSA located in Ozark County.

The Patrol's mission during the incident was to maintain 24-hour roadblocks to
prevent unauthorized persons from entering the area and to assist in searching all
persons and vehicles leaving while federal agencies served search warrants on the
property. An armed standoff ensued and continued until April 24, when the CSA leaders
surrendered. Five members were arrested. Some 30 women and children were allowed
to leave. A search of the compound yielded 125 guns, including 20 machine guns, anti-
tank and anti-aircraft rockets, hand grenades, two stolen trucks, and a 55-gallon barrel
of cyanide.

The Troop G Satellite Crime Laboratory opened its doors for business on
September 4, 1984. David Nanneman transferred to Troop G’s laboratory with
experience, having previously worked in General Headquarters and as director of the
Satellite Lab in St. Joseph.

At 5 a.m., November 9, 1985, numerous Troop G officers were among a group of
law enforcement officials numbering over 60 who began serving felony warrants for the
arrest of some 70 defendants, involving 108 counts of narcotics manufacturing or sale
in South Central Missouri. The warrants were the result of a 10-month undercover
narcotics investigation by members of the Patrol's undercover team. The arrests
centered in the Howell and Wright counties.

1986-1995

A shooting incident on July 15, 1988, led Troop G officers to the residence of
Billie L. Dahms, accused of shooting his wife, Brenda, at their residence near Ellington,
in Reynolds County. Investigation at the residence revealed a large-scale marijuana
growing operation. The next day a search warrant was executed on the remainder of
the property and a clandestine methamphetamine lab was discovered in a travel trailer
behind the house. Officers confiscated 47 pounds of high quality marijuana, 15 growing
plants, and 13.5 pounds of methamphetamine valued in excess of a half million dollars.

Troop G members, along with several local, state, and federal agencies met at
Troop G headquarters to participate in Operation Shakedown on May 23, 1986. The
event was planned to prepare in the event of a major earthquake along the New Madrid
Fault to the east.

The morning of April 24, 1986, Mr. Byler, the president of the Farmer’s Bank of
Raymondville, called the Texas County Sheriff's Office reporting he had received a
telephone call from an unknown individual who told him his wife was being held
hostage in their family home. The caller demanded $100,000 be brought to the home in
exchange for her release. A sheriff's deputy instructed Mr. Byler to remain at the bank
until officers could contact him there. Instead, Mr. Byler, accompanied by a bank
employee, placed $22,000 in a brief case and drove to the Byler home.
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Upon arrival they were confronted by a man dressed in camouflage clothing and
blackened face armed with a handgun. He ordered Mr. Byler and his employee to lie
face down on the ground and shot each in the back of the head. He also beat and
kicked the female bank employee before fleeing with the money in Mr. Byler's vehicle.
Both victims, though seriously injured managed to get to another vehicle at the home
and drove back to the bank in Raymondville where they met a Texas County deputy.

At this point, the Patrol and FBI were notified, and when Troop G personnel
arrived at the Byler home they found that Wanda Byler had been killed while lying on a
bed with her hands bound. She had been shot twelve times with at least two weapons
of different caliber. The vehicle used earlier by the suspect to make his escape was
found abandoned just over a mile from the home.

A command post was established in Houston and a massive manhunt and
roadblocks were established. An investigation was initiated under the guidelines of a
major case squad, and a massive number of leads were collected. One lead broke the
case. The female bank employee shot at the Byler home told an interviewing officer
that the suspect resembled Roy White, a Houston resident she knew. This bit of
information along with the other leads collected and investigated resulted in the arrest
of White and the recovery of a portion of the money taken from the bank. White was
convicted of murder and sentenced to life in the Missouri Penitentiary, where he died a
few years later of cancer.

On September 26, 1986, Troop G's Marijuana Eradication Unit, acting on a tip
from the FBI, went to a Wright County farm looking for a marijuana growing operation.
Instead, they found a methamphetamine laboratory, one of the largest found to date.
Two persons were arrested at this location, and a key was found to a motel room in
Springfield, where 43 pounds of methamphetamine were seized and an additional two
persons arrested. Further investigation by the Patrol, DEA, and FBI yielded an additional
lab found in a converted dairy barn in Wright County, and one in a home in Laclede
County. In the course of the investigation, links were discovered to the Hell's Angels
Outlaw Motorcycle Gang, and a multi-state operation was shut down.

In December 1986, as a harbinger of things to come, Troop G Radio Operators
Richard S. Carroll, and Robert “Lou” Wehmer attended the first training session for the
installation of an IBM System 36 mid-range computer in Troop G Headquarters. Later
that year, lines were installed to allow two terminals in the radio room, one at the front
desk and one in the office of the captain’s secretary. The age of computers had arrived.

During the summer 1986, a new receiving repeater was installed at Alton to
improve communications in rural Oregon County.

Troop G was notified by Trooper Rocky E. Seiner, at 45 minutes after midnight,
June 10, 1987, that he was en route to an attempted murder north of Cabool, in Texas
County. Upon arrival, he discovered James and Genola McClennahan had been victims
of a forced entry of their home earlier in the evening. They had been robbed, and both
suspects had raped Mrs. McClennahan. The couple had then been tied up; Mr.
McClennahan was shot with a bow and arrow and Mrs. McClennahan was smothered,
stabbed and had her throat slashed. Both were left for dead. Upon exiting the home the
suspects set it on fire. Mrs. McClennahan was able to free herself and sought help at
her sister’'s residence nearby. Amazingly both McClennahans survived, though they
continued to be plagued with medical problems for years thereafter.

A criminal investigation was conducted by the Patrol and a massive manhunt was
initiated based on the couple’s description of the suspects and their vehicle. Two days
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later lllinois State Police at Rock Island arrested both suspects. They were identified as
Darin Jay Daniels, 23, and Max D. Miller, 28. Both men were returned to Texas County
for trial.

On August 15, 1987, while awaiting trial in the Texas County jail, Miller and
Daniels escaped custody. Again, a massive manhunt was launched for the suspects in a
stolen vehicle. In the early morning hours the next day they were spotted riding in a
canoe on the Piney River. They were able to elude officers in the woods until
apprehended at a roadblock on August 20.

Siah T. Davis started the New Year in 1988 as commander, initiating his official
duties in that capacity on the first day of January. He remained in charge of the troop
until he retired August 31, 1992.

Members of Troop G’s Division of Drug and Crime Control assisted the Shannon
County Sheriff’'s office in solving a murder during October 1988. An Eminence City
policeman discovered a human skull and other bones in the woods near the community
of Ink. Further investigation revealed a jawbone fitting the skull had earlier been turned
into the Shannon County Sheriff's Office. There were two bullet holes in the skull and
the remains were identified as belonging to Judy Weible of Eminence who had been
missing from her home since June 1988. A man who had been dating Weible in the
same time frame was arrested and tried for the murder.

During the summer 1988, Troop G received a complaint that some 60 telephone
poles had been cut down and hauled away in Carter County. Thieves had stolen the
wire several weeks before. Trooper Moss conducted an investigation and arrested two
men from Ellsinore who admitted cutting them for use as fence posts.

Tpr. Rocky L. Seiner apprehended a murder suspect following a manhunt in
Wright County during September 1989. The body of a 55-year-old woman was
discovered on September 28, shot to death with a .30-caliber rifle at her home. A
suspect, the victim's 36-year-old son, surrendered to Tpr. Seiner without resistance
when located a short time later.

Trooper J.M. “Mike” Stuart received the Troop G commander’s award in 1990, as
“the leader in traffic and criminal arrests for the troop”. Inspector Jim Gregory was
recipient of the civilian award.

In 1990 Troop G led the state in marijuana eradication. That year 57,469
cultivated plants were seized.

Troop G was designated in plans developed during 1991 as the Emergency
Operations Center for South Central Missouri and Southeast Missouri in the event of a
major earthquake. Should that happen, the commander of Troop G would become
responsible for coordinating all rescue and rehabilitation effort between county disaster
coordinators and the 38 state and federal agencies that would be involved. This
responsibility upon the Troop G commander remains in effect today.

David L. Cook replaced outgoing Capt. Davis on September 1, 1992, serving as
commander of Troop G until August 31, 1994.

A West Plains Quill article dated September 9, 1992