
GANGS

What You Should Know

THE GANG GLOSSARY
Banger – Gang member or a person shoot-

ing in a   
drive-by.

Banging – Gang activities/fighting or vio-
lence

BG – Baby gangster
Busted, Popped A Cap – Shot at someone
Colors – Item of clothing which IDs a gang
Crumbs – Tiny pieces of rock cocaine
Down For Mine – Ability to protect self
Down With The Set – On the gang’s own turf
Dressed Down – Wearing gang-related colors
Dusted – Under the influence of PCP/crack
Eight Ball – 1/8 ounce of cocaine/40 ounce 

bottle of Old English 800 malt liquor 
beer

5-0 – The police
Flying Your Colors – Representing gang 

colors
G – Gangster, homey
Gangbanger – Gang member
Gangbanging – Gang activities
Gangster – Gang member
Gat – Gun
Graveyard – This is a drug house which has 

either sold all their drugs or has been 
shut down by the police.

Home boy – Fellow gang members
Homes – Fellow gang members
Homey  –  Fellow gang members
Hood – Neighborhood

Hoodsta – Gangster
Ice – Crystal 
Jack – Rob
Jim Jones – Marijuana joint laced with 

cocaine
Jump On – Intimidation
Key – Kilo of cocaine in powder form
Kibbles and Bits  – Crumbs of cocaine
Killa – Killer
Liquid Juice/Sherm/Wack – PCP
Loc’s – Dark sunglasses
Ludes – Nickname for Quaaludes
Man – The police/anyone in charge
Mushroom – An innocent bystander shot in 

drive-by shooting
O/G – Original gangster/old gangster/or-

ganized 
           gangster
187 – Penal code for murder in California
Packing – Gang member has a gun in his 

possession
Pipe Head – Crack addict
Popped A Cap/Busted – Shot at someone
Primo – Marijuana laced with cocaine
Puffer – Cocaine smoker
Queen – Female member of a gang
Rig – Combination of hypodermic needle, 

bottle cap, and a string or nylon to tie 
off arm before injecting drugs

Rock – Crystallized cocaine
Rollin Good – Selling drugs

Saggin – Jailhouse life/wearing pants real 
low/gangstering

Set – Specific gang/location of turf
Shotcaller – Person in charge/gang leader
Slangin Keys – Selling dope
Sling or Slang – Deals or sells cocaine
Space Base – PCP/rock cocaine
Speed – Common name for LSD
Speed Ball – Combination of heroin and 

cocaine
Strapped – Have a gun on you
Tango & Cash – Fentanyl
Teenager – 1/16 of an ounce of cocaine
TG – Tiny gangster
Twenty – $20 piece of crack
20 cents – $20 worth of cocaine
Vapors – Fumes from freebased cocaine
Wack Patient – An individual who smokes 

PCP
Wacky Tobaccy – Marijuana
Wad-Up – Stoned/high on drugs or alcohol
Water – PCP
We’re Down With The Set – Mellow/fine/se-

cure/OK
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What Is A Gang?

	A gang is an ongoing, orga-
nized association of three or more 
persons — some are formal and 
others, informal, but most have a 
common name or common signs, 
colors, or symbols. Typically, 
members or associates individu-
ally or collectively engage in or 
have engaged in criminal activity.

How Did Gangs Begin?

	Gangs started in this country 
about the time of the Industrial 
Revolution, when people left their 
rural homes for the city. There 
was inadequate housing and few 
jobs available, so the unemployed 
turned to crime to survive. After 
a short time, individuals found 
safety in larger numbers. They be-
gan to band together, thus form-
ing gangs. Early gangs were made 
up of the poorest people–usually 
Irish, Italian, and Polish.
	Gangs flourished and contin-
ued to grow well into the 1950s. 
Generally, gangs fought in large 
groups and covered large territo-
ries. They were well-disciplined. 
Their weapons consisted of bats, 
chains, and fists. Gangs dimin-
ished in size in the late 1960s 
and early 1970s, but reappeared 
in the late 1970s tougher and 
more violent than ever. Today, the 
majority of gangs are comprised 
of young people seeking attention 
and interaction not found within 
their immediate family.

Characteristics Of Gang 
Members:

Lack of education or educational 
opportunities;
Lack of job opportunities or 
skills;
Absence of sufficient, positive 
adult role models;
Lack of family support;
Low self-esteem and the ab-
sence of a feeling of empower-
ment;
Drug and alcohol abuse; and,
Lack of opportunities for pro-so-
cial interactions

Why Do Young People 
Join A Gang?

	The reasons for joining a gang  
may range from wanting to have 
a good time to pursuing entrepre-
neurial ventures that may require 
a considerable commitment to 
delinquent or criminal activity.
These reasons for gang participa-
tion, coupled with a society that 
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is more violent and one that 
glamorizes gangs and criminals 
on television and in movies, make 
it no surprise that our youth are 
in gangs. Within the gang, they 
find identity, security, companion-
ship, and a sense of belonging 
they never knew at home. Still 
other youths join gangs merely for 
survival or protection from other 
gangs. The gang may also repre-
sent a way to succeed and obtain 
material possessions the youth 
would not otherwise have.   

In What Types Of 
Activities Are Gangs 

Involved?

Social — Some gang activity 
may be socially motivated 
or include parties,  dances, 
and athletic events. Members 
share the same feelings and 
ideologies and are seldom 
delinquent.

Delinquent — These gang mem-
bers engage extensively in 
property offenses and in seri-
ous crimes. They are some-
times termed  “serious delin-
quents”. Drug use and sale are 
relatively unimportant.

Violent — Violence in gangs and 
in their activities is extremely 
common and is done for grati-
fication or retribution.

Drug activities — The main mo-
tivator for the gang’s exis-
tence is drugs. Their greatest 
financial success has come 
from increased involvement 
in narcotics trafficking. When 
these gangs first became 
involved with trafficking, the 
predominant drugs were mari-
juana and PCP. This trend has 
progressed to include cocaine, 
in particular, rock or crack.

How Can Gang Activity 
Be Curbed?

Social Programs
Establishing Community Centers
Employment Assistance
Dropout Services
Mentor Programs
Recreational Activities
Family Intervention and Training
Substance Abuse Counseling
Group Homes
Self-Help Programs
Counseling Services For Gangs, 
Families, Communities, And 
Teachers
Educational Programs
Rehabilitation Programs
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What Are Law Enforcement 
Officials Doing To  

Counteract The Appeal Of 
Gang Activity To Youth?

Participating in a community 
awareness campaign.
Contacting parents to alert them                    
that their children are involved                       
with a gang.           
Sponsoring gang hotlines.
Organizing athletic events                  
between police and gang  
members.
Making presentations about 
gangs in schools.
Suppression. This approach has                     
worked, but the results are 
sometimes short lived. 
Gang task forces. These are 
used to identify members and 
their operations.
Neighborhood watch programs. 
New laws; Gang laws. 

What Can/Should A 
Parent Do?

	If you suspect your child is a 
member of a gang or involved in 
gang-related activities get in-
formed and get involved. You CAN 
make a difference. For assistance 
or program information, contact:

Community Action Agency of St. 
Louis County Inc., 2709 Woodson 
Rd., St. Louis, MO 63114; (314) 
863-0015 X658.

St. Louis County Police Depart-
ment Drug and Gang hotline (for 
activity in that area): (314) 889-
4264.
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